18 Yebruary 1953

Dear Peter:

I am glad to have news from you about the nuclede acids. I have not

understood why the Cambridge people should object to our structure as a structure

for nucleats iom as well ag nucleic acidse I think that I mentioned that the hy- -
drogen atoms might be between the cemtral oxygen atoms, in such a vay as to fom
hydrogen bonds. The contact distance, 2450 A, is, hovever, a satisfactory one as
van der Waals contast even vhen hydrogen atoms are not present -~ it is observed in
many ionic erystals, such as the three forms of titamium dioxide, and alse alumina.
We did not try to place the sodium ioms in scdium thymonucleate. They would, of
course, be out some distance from the axis of the molecule., I am cheeking over
the nuocleic aeid structure again, trying to refine the parameters a WMt. I think
that the original parsmoters are not exactly right. It ias ovident that the strue
ture involves a tight squeese for nearly all the atoms.

I heard a rumor that Jim Wateon and Crick had formul:ted this struoe-
ture already sometime back, but had not done anything about it. Probably the rumor
is exaggersted. We are glad to learn about what is going on at London. We had
heard last summer thet Miss Franklin wes leaving, and then had heard that she was
still there. Your letter tells us that she will be gone in a couple of months,

I think that Miss Cowan, one of Dorothy Hodgkin's girls, is supposed to go theree
Mias Cowan ettended ry lectures in Oxford. She seems to me to be very goode I
don't think thut I have ever ret Mias Franklin. 4lso, I think that I have not met
Wilkins, but Corey knows him, and has a very goor oninion of hime

S88d is coming. He ought to be there by this time - I think that he
vas to leave New York on the fourieenthe I hope that he gets the package to you
that Mama sent to New York for him to bringe 4s to the car, I do not went to buy
a Jaguar at the present time. First, I want to save some money, if possible.
Also, I like haeving a sports model, although right at the moment I mm not quite mo
enthusiastic. Mam: and I spent two days out in the desert, ot Cclico Mountains,
and we had the top dowm the whole time. I have beemn suffering somewhat from a sun-
burned face for tlree days nowe I do not want s Riley salon, =nd I judge that you
are right in saylng that they aren't making the drophesd cours. I do not want a
Jaguar this summer. Would yocu look into uwic uatter of a Sumbeaar-Tulbol? Here I
vant the @rophead coupe or sports car, <ith 1oom for at lecst ihrec people (I
think that 1t vould not be courteous of us to get a ear hol’ing only two people)s
The Sunhenm~-Talbot looks good to me. If you think that its -rlece is sutisfactory
get ite I belicve that it 18 described aB {2800 delivered 'n Ios ngelesSe

Could you do 90~ scouting sround in connection with our return to
the United Stutcs? I have not bhad any luck with the travel sgoney here, in making
reservations ‘o rctum on a freigtder, and to brine the car ~lon:- with us. Mre
Bennett scems to be very pessimistic in ltalking with Mra. Wolf =bout this possibile
itye What Meme and I have in mind ic thal we would fool cround iu uiope, after
the International Congress in Stockholrm and Uppsala, which ends aboul the fifth of
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August, for several weeks in ingust, and them start home, about 20 August. We
need to be in Pesadena by 15 September, We thought that if we could get on a
freighter in Sweden, together with our ear, we could then arrive in New York or
some other American port - perhaps even New Orleans - by the end of iugust, and
could drive home, We would want to have time enough for a pleassnt trip across
the continent - 8 or 9 days, say, from New Yorke If we could get fyom Europe to
Ios Mgeles on a freighter, through the Panama Camal, without aspending more than
three weecks on the trip, we would be willing to consider thate I think that we
could not stand as much a&s a month on a freighter - three weeks is enoughs I
would prefer landing somewhere on the east coast, or the Gulf, and driving on
home. The time is flexible, provided that we get to Puldcna by 15 September.
We should like, however, to stay in Burope as long as possible, prefershly until
the 20 August, or even a few days after that.

We could embark anyvhere in continental Europe - it is not neces-
sary that we get on the freighter in Sweden, becsuse we could drive back to
Holland or Belgium, say, or France, and embark there. I think, howover, that
we would not want to travel on a fritphhter under registry other than one of the
northern European countries. Would you check up at & travel agency, and let me
know as soon as possible? 4lso lot me know your recommendation about the Sunbeame
Talbote

Anotlier possibility aboul the car is that we get one of the chepp=-
est English cars - a &mall one - and »lun to sell it next March, before coming
to Prancee I think that we shall probably plasn to do this in.any csge, although
there ig the possibility that, if we are satisfed -vr_th, s.ij, the Sunbeam=Talbot,
we would keep it, and scll the car that we buy ne~t surror {(1954).

I have rcceived official word from the Unitari&n Service Committes,
inviting me to spend 25 days in Gemmany - 1 July to 25 July 1953. I -am supposed
to participate in two or three symposia, on the neture of muscle, and to visit
departments of physiology in the German universities. The princinal symposium
is to be at TWbingen, vith Professor He He Weber. We shall nrcbably arrive the
first of July, or a couplc of days later. It will be necessary for us to get to
Tbingen bty the 8th of July, and prebably we should arrive in Ttbingen a bit be-
fore then.

I enciose tlhe check for 1 Merche Tle heve denogited §20 in your
savings scocount hore, ke nroceeds frem coshing tio 2285 wer bonds that have
matured.

Tove from



